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CIRCULAR  TO  INSPECTORS  AND  HIGH  SCHOOL  PRINCIPALS. 

Gentlemen, — The  revision  of  the  Regulations  has  been  for  some  time 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Education  Department.  This  revision  has 
involved  careful  study,  a  large  amount  of  correspondence^  and  numerous 
interviews  with  members  of  the  profession.  The  Regulations  are 
now  in  press,  and  will  be  bound  with  the  con&^olidated  High  and 
Public  Schools  Acts,  which  are  intended  to  remain  without  material 
change  for  five  years.  It  is  intended  to  transmit  as  soon  as  read}',  and 
without  application  to  this  Department,  a  bound  copy  to  each  Board  of 
Trustees.  It  may  be  intimated  in  the  meantime  to  teachers  and  students 
enquiring  of  you,  that  no  changes  have  been  made  that  will  disturb  the 
organization  or  work  of  the  schools.  For  the  examinations  of  July,  181)7, 
there  will  be  no  changes  in  the  subjects  prescribed  or  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  examinations.  In  view  of  the  changes  that  will  afterwards 
come  into  operation,  and  in  view  of  special  provisions  which  are  in  force 
only  for  1896  and  1897,  and  which  will  not  appear  in  the  new  Regula- 
tions, the  following  information  is  given  : 

Continuation  Classes. 

The  work  of  these  classes,  as  provided  by  the  Public  Schools  Act, 
will  be  that  required  for  the  Primary  Examination.  A  First  Class  teacher 
must  have  charge,  but  any  Second  Class  teacher  now  employed  will,  if 
satisfactory  to  the  Inspector,  be  deemed  qualified  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Act,  so  long  as  he  retains  his  present  position.  The  Regulations  will  pro- 
vide for  an  equitable  distribution  of  any  grant  voted  for  the  purpose  by 
the  Legislature. 

Public  School  Leaving  Examination. 

This  examination  will  be  conducted  under  the  existing  Regulations 
for  1897.  Under  the  revised  Regulations,  which  will  affect  subsequent 
examinations,  the  course  of  study  will  be  slightly  modified  and  the 
answer  papers  read  at  the  Education  Department.  Any  Public  School 
Leaving  Certificate  granted  heretofore,  or  that  may  be  awarded  here- 
after will  have  the  same  value  as  a  certificate  of  having  passed  in 
Form  I.  The  holder  of  a  Public  School  Leaving  Certificate  will  not  be 
required  in  1897  to  pass  the  examination  of  Form  I.  of  the  High  School. 


Form  1.  Examination. 

This  examination  will  be  conducted  in  1897  as  in  1896.  After 
1897,  in  order  to  lessen  the  number  of  examinations,  the  Form  I.  exami- 
nation will  be  abolished  and  every  candidate  for  Primary  standing  must 
hold  a  Public  School  Leaving  certificate,  unless  he  hol^s  Form  I.  certifi- 
cate or  a  Commercial  certificate.  Pupils  preparing  now  for  the  Public 
School  Leaving  examination  of  1897,  or  jiupils  preparing  for  the  Form 

I.  examination,  need  by  this  announcement  make  no  change  in  their 
purposes.  High  School  pupils  who  do  not  hold  Public  School  Leaving 
or  Commercial  certificates  and  have  not  passed  the  Form  I.  examination 
should,  if  they  desire  to  get  full  Primary  standing  in  1897,  write  at  the 
Form  I.  examination.  High  School  pupils  will  not  be  allowed  to  be 
candidates  at  the  Public  School  Leaving  examination  until  after  1897. 

District  Examinations. 

District  examinations  are  now  abolished  and  the  Public  School 
Leaving  examinations  will  take  their  place.  This  will  still  further  lessen 
the  number  of  examinations  and  give  every  certificate  granted  under  the 
Regulations  a  (qualifying  value  that  will  be  of  service  in  any  subsequent 
course  which  the  holder  may  pursue. 

Primary. 

For  Primary  staudin:^  in  1897  the  examination  of  Form  II.  must  be 
taken  and  also  that  ot*  Form  I.,  or  the  Public  School  Leaving  examina- 
tion, unless  the  candidatti  has  received  a  E'.»rm  I.  certificate,  a  Public  School 
Leavinf'  certificate,  a  Commercial  certificate,  a  District  certificate  or  a 
Third  ('lass  certificate. 

Junior  LEAviN(i. 

It  should  be  understood  that  a  Primary  certificatii  granted  on  the 
former  standards  gives  no  exemption  from  any  of  the  subjects  of  Forms 

II.  and  111.  The  hohler  of  a  Primary  certificate  granted  this  year, 
unless  he  was  a  Primary  candidate  before  189(),  has  no  claim  under 
Regulation  12  (1)  and  must  conform  to  Regulation  10  of  Circular  4,  and 
must  take  one  of  the  Form  III.  examinations  therein  defined. 

The  Regulation  12  (1 )  of  Circular  4  requires  candidates  to  take  at  one 
examination  the  following  subjects  of  Form  II. : — English  Grammar  and 
Rhetoric,  Arithmetic  and  Mensuration,  and  History  of  Great  Britain 
and  Canada;  and  of  Form  III.: — English  Composition,  English  Litera- 
ture, Algebra,  Geometry,  Ancient  History,  Chemistry,  and  (a)  Physics  and 
Botany,  or  (b)  Latin,  or  (c)  Greek,  or  (d)  French,  or  (e)  German. 

This  Regulation  is  now  modified  to  allow  the  unsuccessful  candidates 
at  the  Junior  Leaving  in  1896,  or  a  previous  year,  who  have  been  awarded 
a  certificate  of  having  passed  in  Part  1.  of  Form  ll.  (with  or  without 
Physics)  to  obtain  a  Junior  Leaving  certificate  in  18'.)7  by  taking  only  the 
subjects  above  mentioned  of  Form  III. 

The  special  provisions  of  12  (1)  will  not  have  a  place  in  the  revised 
Regulations,  and  will  not  apply  to  candidates  after  1897. 


Senior  Leaving. 

The  same  Regulation  is  also  modified  for  Senior  Leaving,  so  as  to 
allow  those  who  obtained  a  Part  I.  of  Form  IV.  certificate  in  1896  to 
complete  the  course  in  1897  by  taking  the  remaining  subjects  required 
by  the  former  Regulations.  The  new  requirements  as  defined  in  Regu- 
lation (10)  will  govern  in  all  cases  after  1897. 

High  School   Organization. 

It  should  be  understood  that  no  certificate  issued  by  the  Education 
Department  gives  the  holder  a  right  to  be  put  in  any  particular  class  of 
the  school.  The  Form  in  which  a  pupil  is  to  be  placed  is  a  matter  that 
rests  entirely  with  the  Principal  of  the  school  who  is  responsible  for 
its  organization.  As  might  have  been  expected  some  difficulties  in 
classification  are  due  to  the  important  changes  of  last  year  in  the 
High  School  course  and  to  the  eflfort  to  meet  within  two  years  the  rea- 
sonable claims  arising  under  the  former  Regulations.  These  difficulties 
will,  it  is  presumed,  disappear  after  next  year,  and  the  new  curriculum, 
as  given  in  the  circular  mentioned,  may  be  expected  to  answer  fully  for 
the  purposes  of  the  secondary  schools.  In  the  revised  Regulations  the 
course  of  study  is  almost  identical  with  that  found  in  Circular  4,  but  it 
may  be  stated  that  both  Geometry  and  Botany  will  be  included  in  the 
requirements  for  the  Public  School  Leaving  examination. 

Specialists'  Standing.  , 

As  stated  in  previous  announcements  to  candidates,  after  1897  an 
honour  degree  as  defined  in  Circular  2,  will  be  the  only  non-professional 
standing  accepted  for  specialists  in  the  departments  therein  mentioned. 
Candidates  who  apply  under  the  temporary  provisions  of  the  circular 
referred  to  should  remember  that  they  must  make  good  their  claims  in 
1896  or  1897,  if  such  claims  can  be  considered.  The  new  requirements 
must  be  met  by  all  candidates  after  next  year. 

Normal    College. 

The  course  in  Methods  at  the  School  of  Pedagogy  (Normal  College) 
examinations,  which  now  embraces  Mathematics  and  English,  is  modified 
so  as  to  include  in  addition  as  obligatory  subjects  Latin  (now  an  obligatory 
subject  for  Junior  or  Senior  Leaving  standing)  and  elementary  science 
(the  Primary  course).  The  optional  groups  in  Methods,  one  of  which 
must  be  taken  by  all  candidates,  are  (a)  Greek,  (6)  French  and  German, 
(c)  Physics,  Chemistry  and  Biology.  This  change  is  due  to  the  statutory 
provisions  regarding  Continuation  Classes  and  to  the  varied  courses  that 
give  Senior  Leaving  standing. 

After  1897  every  candidate  at  the  examinations  of  the  Normal 
College  will  be  required  to  take  the  recjular  course  of  training  at  that 
institution.     The  removal  of  the  Normal  Collesre  to  Hamilton  will  secure 


improved  facilities  for  the  training  of  First  Class  Public  School 
teachers  and  Assistant  High  School  teachers.  First,  Second  and  Third 
Class  teachers  will,  therefore,  receive  their  training  at  the  Kormal  Col- 
lege, the  Normal  Schools,  and  the  County  Model  Schools  respectively. 
For  the  purpose  of  meeting  existing  conditions  the  provisions  of  the 
present  regulations  (Circular  9)  may  apply  to  candidates  admitted  to  the 
Normal  College  during  the  years  1896  and  1897.  Here,  as  in  other 
instances,  it  is  desirable  to  give  reasonable  attention  to  the  claims  arising 
under  former  Regulations,  and  to  adhere  to  a  settled  curriculum  and 
uniform  requirements  after  a  fixed  date. 

Inspectors  and  principals  may  advise  students  making  enquiries 
regarding  the  proposed  changes  that  the  existin^f  Regulations  will  govern 
for  the  present  work  and  that  detailed  information  respecting  the  revised 
Regulations  cannot  be  given  until  copies  are  ready  for  distribution. 


0.  W.  ROSS, 

Minister  of  Education. 


Education  Department, 

Toronto,  October  20th.  189G. 
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